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Q: WHAT MATTERS MOST TO YOU AS A
BUSINESS OWNER?
A: Balance. I believe that when we’re following our
own path, our destination chooses us. Rarely can
we, even in our wildest dreams, predict what that
destination is. But, if we’re true to ourselves, our
destination reveals itself to us step by step.
Entrepreneurship provides us with the privilege of
discovering our own path, in accordance with our
values. It’s a process of living out our values,
putting them into practice. And by remaining faithful to those values, we create the
balance that’s important to us. For me, it’s family and friends, followed by the ability to
serve others through my art and business venture.
Q: WHAT "FAILURES" HAVE YOU OVERCOME THROUGH YOUR
ENTREPRENEURIAL JOURNEY?
A: I’ve never considered anything a failure. It may have been a risk that didn’t work out,
or an idea that wasn’t executed well, or whose time hasn’t yet arrived. But invariably, we
learn from the risks that fall flat and, next time around, go at it in a way that is more
likely to succeed. The important thing is to be process-oriented rather than resultsoriented. By focusing on the process, every day is an adventure in learning and
growing. I’ve observed – and my own experiences have demonstrated to me – that if
you do the “right” things for the “right” reasons consistently, the results usually take care
of themselves. Looking back, the times that I’ve shortchanged myself, or come up shy
of my goals, have invariably been situations when I didn’t fully commit myself (my heart)
to the process. It’s in those times I re-evaluate my motivations and either move forward
with renewed enthusiasm, or disengage and pursue another path. I believe that frequent
(and brutally honest) reviews of one’s own motivations is critical to being successful in
business and in life.
Q: WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO WAKE UP AND GO TO WORK EVERY MORNING?
A: The opportunity to connect with someone through my art and through my business.
Sometimes it’s through my “product,” sometimes through relationships, sometimes in
ways I can’t predict. Nothing brings more meaning to me professionally than learning
that something I created (a song, a particular TV episode, or a piece of writing) has
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made a difference in someone’s life. – Maybe it inspired them, or made them laugh, or
just helped them get through a particularly difficult moment. Knowing I touched
someone is the ultimate reward. Ultimately, that’s what I believe we all want to come
from the human experience – confirmation that our efforts have counted for something
to someone else.
Q: WHAT PIECE OF ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEURS?
A: Two things: (1) Continually work to refine your communication skills. As
entrepreneurs, we have to constantly “sell” our vision to others, including investors,
customers, and associates. Our ability to communicate verbally and in writing is critical.
(2) Be servant minded. It’s important to remind ourselves that the people who make
enduring contributions to humankind are focused not on what they can acquire or
achieve, but rather what they can give. A friend of mine is an insurance rep. He told me
that he’s in this world to serve his fellow human beings – and he honestly believes he
does that through selling his clients the insurance policies that are best for them. I later
learned that he was the top sales rep in the country! When we focus on what truly
matters, the results often take care of themselves.
	
  

